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Vertical Distribution of Young Topshell, Batillus cornutus

Akihiko Fuji, Toshio YoTsul, and Shichiro OGawa

Vertical distribution was studied in Waniura located in the northwest coast of the

Tsushima Islands, Nagasaki, by releasing artificially reared shells (22mm shell height).

The released shells were distributed from +53cm to — 147cm of standard sea level
(SSL) with the highest numbers found in between + 40cm and — 40cm of SSL. This is in

good agreement with the vertical distribution of the wild shells in the same ground. Habitat

of the young topshells of this species ranges from the lower intertidal zone to the upper

sublittoral zone.
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Fig.1. A map showing the locality of Waniura

where field investigations were carried out.
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Fig. 2. Shell height composition of wild topshells in various

depth.
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Fig. 3. Vertical distribution of topshells.
(A, artificially reared; YW, young wild; AW, adult wild;
M. S. L., mean sea level; M. L. W. N., mean low water of
neap tides; M. L. W. S., mean low water of spring tides)
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