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History and description of Yunomoto Spa, Iki Island
Brief Outline

The island is lying 23km from the northwest coast of Kyusyu. In summer, many visitors come to the
island lor the sighlseeing of the beautiful blue sea and for the swimming. On the other hand, the island
is rich in historic sites, things, and tombs, because it had been 2 maln rout from Japan to Korea and
China through the East China Sea since the down of recorded history.

Histoie site, Harunotsuji, was excavated recently. Many things and triple moats encircling a settlement
in the Yayoi period were found. The island was invaded by Mongorian troops on the way to Hakala, north
Kyusyu in 1272 and 1281, The greater part of the resident was killed by the troops, therefore, there are
many old battle fields.

Yunomoto spa is situated in the west seaside of the island and a small town. There are 9 ryokans
(hot spring hoteis) and 17 sell-flowing wells at seaside.  The hot spring water quality is vitriclsearthy
common salt. The special character of the water is dark red because colourless ferrous ion in the water
is oxidized to dark red ferric one in a little while after the flow.

More than 1000 years ago, the hol spring water flowing on seashore was found. The resident has used
the water for the hot spring cure. A famous legend "Jingu Kogo bathed a newborn haby,the Emperor Ojin,
in the hot spring in 4th century.” is talking now. In 713 (Wadou 6th) , Yunomoto was {irst described as
Isafusi in lkinokuni Fudoki which was the oldest local topograpy in Japan. In 1662 (Kanbun 2nd), a bath
house was built for the hot spring cure by the local governor of the Hirado clan. In 1861 (Bunkyu Ist),
there were 70 houses, 350 residents, and Onsenzan Iwoin Temple with the cure house.

In 1867, Meiji Revolution, In the first of the Meiji Era , Kanzeonji Temple succeeded the well of Iwoin
Temnple. People called the well Kyu-Yu, old hot springs.

In 1873 (Meiji $th), Inugari riot was raised in Gonoura in the island. The riots came inte Yunomoto
and broke in the rich houses and stole many things. In 1891 (Maiji 24th), the hot spring water was [irsi
analized by Geological Survey of Japan. The water quality was erthy-common salt and the water
temperature was 40°C.

In 1914 (Taisho 3rd), Takamine Onsen, public bath with several small rooms for the hol spring cure,
was opened near Kyu-Yu. The waler was analized by Nagasaki Prefectual Hygenic Laboratory and the
water quality was vitriol-earthy common salts. Also, Kairckan, a hot spring hotel, was opened.

In 1940 (Showa 15th), Mutsu Maru, the connected steamer between Hakata,lki, and Tsusima, sunk with
87 passengers at Mitsuse outside Yunomoto harbour and 6 ones were died.

In 1841~45 ( Showa 16~20th), the Pacific War. After the war, people freed from the war began to
enjoy their lives gradually. The number of the visitor of the spa increased a little year by year. In those
days, Nagayama, Sengckuso, Azumava, and Hirayama ryokans (haot spring hotels) were opend, these
ryokans drilled their wells : depth 30~90m, water temperature 31~68°C, water quality viloriol-earthy
common salt.

In 1968 (Showa 44th), kokumin syukusya-lkijimaso, a municipal inexpensive hotel, was opend. The
Crown Prince and Princess came to Tki from the National Athletic Meet 24th (summer meel) in Sasebo
City and stayed at lkijimaso. These kokumin syukusyas were built on a nation-wide scale for the trip
and leisure of people. The visitor of the spa increased and  the number of the registered visitors was
27,000 in the year. That in last year was 4,000

In 1970 (Showa 45th), Yunomoto Onsen Minato Festival was begun by the resident with the wishes of

the spa and fishery prosperity. After several years, the main event of the festival became a omikosi



parade, portable shrine, coming down from Kumano Jinja Shrine to the rest house at seaside and a
fishing boat parade in Yunomoto Harbour. The flestival has been performing on September 29nd every
year.

In 1971 (Showa 46th), the spa was designated as National Hot Spring Health Resort. A fossil Stegodon
elephant was found near the spa which had lives in the Continent of Asia 5 million vears ago, therefore,
Iki island had connected with the continent.

[n 1984 (Showa 359th), the festival had a fancy parade of Korean missionin in 17th century and the
parade was continued for 3 years.

In 1991 (Heisei 3rd), the spa was designated as National Hot Spring Helth Resort  deffered from that
in 1971).

In 1992 (ITeisei 4th), Katsumoto Town Office drilled a well to promote the tourist industry of the spa.
The office used the 100 million yen fund which was a grant-in-aid given by central government for the
regional promotion. The well was @ depth 600m, yield 50 I-min with iifting, water temperature 59°C,
water quality common salt.

In 1993 (Heisei 5th), Hirayama ryokan intended to built a new hotel and drilled a well near Tsujikawa
Onsen closed before 2 years. The well was : depth 180m, yield 60 1 min, waler temperature 68°C,
water guality vitriol-earthy-common salt.

In 1995 (Heisei 7th), Yuan Hirayama was opened as a exclusive hotel.

Yealy changes in the number of the visitor : The registered visitor decreased in 1980s. The fewest yearly
number of that was 7,500 in 1984 (Showa 59th) |, the first oil erisis. Then, the number was recovered

with a business up turn year by year and reached 21,000 in 1985,

Hot spring hotel, public bath, and nurcing home in Yunomote Spa in 1995

name open
Takamine Onsen 1914 (Taisho '3rd)
Kairoulkan (ryokan) 1914 (Paisho 3rd)
Tsujikawa Onsen 1926 (Taisho 15th) closed in 1982
Hirayama {public bath) 1934 (Showa 9th), sceeded Kyu-Yu
Nagayama (public bath) 1942 (Showa 17th)
Nagayama Ryokan 19447 (Showa 22th)
Sengokuscu (ryokan) 1952 (Showa 27th)
Azumaya {ryokan) 1953 (Showa 28th)
Hirayama Ryokan 1955 (Showa 30th)
Yamaguchi Onsen 1964 (Showa 39th)
Matsumoto Onsen 1964 (Showa 39th), closed in 1988
Ikijimasou (hotel) 1969 (Showa 44th)
Yuan Hirayama (exclusive hotel) 1985 (Heisei 7th)
Katsumoto-cho hot spring center 1968 (Showa 38th)
Iki municipal home for aged 1968 (Showa 43th)
Jurakuen muncipal nurcing home 1971 (Showa 46th)
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