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Brief Qutline

The spa is an old castle town fronting on the Ariake Sea and surrounded by the beautiful
Mt Mayuyama and Tsukumojima Islands, and it is located on the east of the Shimabara
Peninsula, western Kyusyu, Japan.

Mt. Unzen(national park, active volcano) is situated on the central part of the peninsula
and having several mineral and hotsprings on the foot and flank. This mountain was first
described in Hizen Fudoki, the oldest local topography in Japan edited in 713. The Fudokj
recorded local products and things of nature in the Hizen district.

In 1496, the 8th lord Arima Takazumi, christian lord, built Hara Castle at Minami Arina
Town, the southern peninsula.

In 1616, Shimabara federal lord Matsukura Bungono Kami was transferred from Nara for
the Tokugawa Shougunate’s crackdown on the christians in the peninsula.HE built a large
Shimabara Castle, so the people was imposed very heavy taxes and labor for the construction.

In 1637, the rebellion in Shimabara broke out. 37,000 peasants and Christians rose against
the Iord. They laid to Hara Castle for 80 days and eventually annihilated by the Shougnate’s
iroops.

Mt. Unzen erupted several times in historical age from the eastem flank of the highest peak
Fugendake(1,359m height) in 1663 and 1792 The 1792 Eruption caused a lage-scale collapse of
Mt. Mayuyama mear Shimabara Castle, 15,000 persons were killed by the collapse and
tsunamis, This collapse was the largest matural disaster in Japan and called“Shimabara
Taihen”.

Shimabara City is surrcunded by natural beauty and has many historic sites of Tokugawa
Era, but has not any hot-springs. On the other hand, there are two hotsprings, Unzen and
Obama, on the central and west of the peninsula, so the municipal government has intended
to built a hotspring resort with long term rest and many trial drilling were made in the city
by the government and private persons. The outline of the hotsprings developnent was as
follows;

In 1941, the out break of the Pacific War.

In 1942, a well of about 170m depth was drilled near the No.3 primary school. The water
temperature was 24~27°C, but the work was discontinued by the insufficiency of funds and
the short of hands.

In 1949, the lst municipal boring work drilled a trial well of about 270m depth at Minami
Senbongi-mach, the foot of Mt, Unzen, from the results of an electric prospecting survey. Any
ground water was encountered.

In 1950, the 2nd municipal boring work drilled the well of about 139m depth at Kannon-jima
near Shimabara Gaikou harbor. The water temperature was 33°C, but the tip of the drilling
machine fall mnto the well bottom and did not be recovered

In 1952~54, the 3rd municipal boring work drilled the well of 146m depth at Shimokawajiri-
machi. The water temperature did not rise above 30°C because the abundant ground water
penetrated into the well on the drilling process.

In 1960, Shimabara Kankou Co. drilled the well of 80lm depth st Shimockawajiri-machi near
the south side of Motoike pond. The water temperature was 33.5°C and self flowing yield was
220t day.

The water quality was earthy bicarbonate spring : pH6.6. Total residue 1,493 ng, kg

Cation Na* 166.4mg," kg Anion (i~ 41.4mg, kg
K+ 13.0mg, kg SOy 17.6mg kg
Mgt 156 mg. kg HCO; 1,500 mg. kg
Ca® 102 mg kg Free 510, 127 ng kg
Mn?* 1.9mg kg CO., 905 mg kg
Fe?+s* 0.8ng. kg Total 3,031 mg, kg

The government decided the use of this well for the hot-spring resort, and invited a
prefectural rehabilitation hospital, Shimabara Onsen Hospital, in 1962. The hospital established
In Jan., 1966 has been working as the central hospital in the peninsula.



Tn 1963, a well of 303m depth was drilled near the north side of Motoike pond. The water
temperature was 32°C and the self-flowing yield was 430t day.

In 1964, Shimabara Castle was restored to the original state which became a symbol of
Shimabara tourism.

In 1966, the government decided to establish a municipal hotspring water supply work and
redrilled the well at Kannon-jima in Aug.,1967.

In Oct.,1967, the supply work started. The source of hotspring water was the wells of Kannon-
jima and the north side of Motoike pond. The water heated to 55°C at the central heating
station was supplied to hotels, ryokan, and domestic consumers with service pipe, total length
10,000m. The supply system was recycle in the north area and discharge in the south one.

The success of the development of hotsprings gave large activities on the city, especially on
the tourism industry. The government and Shimabara Tourism Association propagandized the
hotspring and historic town-Shimabara for the city governments and tourist agents in Kyusyu.
Osaka, Tokyo, and others. The number of tourists increased after the success. The number of
registered visitors was 227X 10%in 1965 hefore the success, 334 X 10%in 1967 at the success, and
483x10°% at the maximum.

On Nov.17,1990, Fugendake-Unzen Volcano erupted after the rest of 198 years. The volcanic
activity continued. On May 20,1991, a dacite lava spine emerged at Jigokuato Crater near the
summit of Fugendake. The magma was supplied actively and followed by the generation of
pyroclastic flows.

On June 3, black Monday of Shimabara, eruption disaster occurred. The pyroclastic flows
rushed down 4.3km from the crater along the Mizunashi River to Kitakamikoba-machi in the
city. The red-hot flows killed 43 persons and burnt 179 houses on their path.

The governments of Shimabara City and Fukae Town designated the evacuated area. About
10,000 residents were moved to the places of the refuge such as public school gymnasiums and
community centers, The road 251, 57, and Shimabara Tetsudou Railway between Shimabara
and Fukae were closed at the Mizunashi River. The lives of the peninsular were confused. The
main industry, agriculture and tourism, in the peninsula was seriously damaged by this
disaster. The number of registered visitors decreased from 427x10%in 1990 to 270 X10%in 1991
and 222x10" in 1992.

Then large debris flows frequently occurred by heavy rains. The roads, railway, houses, and
fields were destroyed and buried by the flows. The total houses burnt or destroyed were 3,511
and the amount of the damage estimated was toursm industy 10.7 billion yen, agriculture 20
billion yen, and the total damage of each industry 160 billion yen as of May 20.,1993.

On May 21,1993, the pyroclastic flows began to flow down to Minami Senbongi-machi
northeast of the summit. On June 23, the flows frequently occured which killed a resident who
was a first casulty from June 3,1991 and burnt 187 houses in this area. The volcanic activity
is continuing and the cease of the eruption can not be expected.

The water qualities of the other springs in the peninsula;

Harajou(hot sp. 33°C) simple water Karako{mineral sp. 19°C) common salt
Sukawa (hot sp. 31°C) simple water Kuchinotsu(mineral sp. 22°C) earthy common salt
Chijiwa (hot sp. 31°C) simple water Kazusa(mineral sp. 21°C) earthy common salt
Unzen Chot sp. 97°C) vitriol Mizuho(mineral sp.) common salt

Obama (hot sp. 100°C) common salt
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