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Summary
1) In Nagasaki prefecture, farmers are decreasing and aging. From 1990 through 2005, the
number of commercial farm households has decreased by 33.8%, to 28,544. And the number of core
persons mainly engaged in farming has decreased by 27.3%, to 40,909. From 2000 through 2005,
the average age of them has increased by 1.7 years, to 62.0.
2) According to the national census and the estimation by National Institute of Population and
Social Security Research, decrease of population will continue over the long term. From 1995
through 2005, the population has decreased in almost all cities, towns, and villages.
3) In just over several years, considerably many old people will retire from farming. Members of
commercial farm households who are engaged in farming are classified into core persons mainly
engaged in farming and ‘non-core persons’. The latter are ordinarily engaged in non-agricultural
works, housework, and others. And ‘non-core persons’ are becoming more important for
agricultural production under the current situation in which farmers are decreasing and aging. It
is necessary to grasp the situation of ‘non-core persons’ for agricultural policy planning. In recent
years, they are decreasing more rapidly than core persons and the number of them has become
fewer than core persons at 2005.
4) The analysis of agricultural census data (2000, 2005) showed that as far as agricultural
workforce is concerned, 180 towns, which are smaller partitions than territory of cities or towns at
2005, can be loosely grouped into three categories.

(1) Towns which are located in paddy regions and in which there are relatively large number of
new core persons: In these towns, most of new core persons mainly engaged in farming are
around 60 years old. The average age of core persons is high, but the number of ‘non-core
persons’ is larger than that of core persons. New farmers are old, so that most of them are
forced to choose main crops from fewer alternatives than younger people and are negative
about enlargement of their farm size. On the one hand community-based group farming will
grow; on the other hand many farms of various sizes will coexist.

(2) Towns which are chief producing districts of horticultural crops of some kind and in which
there are relatively large number of new core persons: In these towns, most of new core persons
are around 20 years old and two-generation family farms are larger in number than towns in
other categories. ‘Non-core persons’ is fewer than core persons and tend to decrease. Moreover
these towns are specialized in a few crops. From these facts the labor shortage in busy season
for farmers will become more and more conspicuous.

(3) Towns in which there are few new core persons: Most of these towns are situated in the island
or peninsula. In these towns, few people have been recruited for agricultural production.
Therefore the average age of core persons is higher than towns in other categories.

Even if there is relatively large number of new core persons in several towns, not enough people
are being recruited for agricultural production throughout Nagasaki prefecture. The following are
important and common to all towns on the occasion of agricultural policy planning.

(1) Various farms coexist in each town (farm size, farming system, sales channel, and others).

(2) Understanding the psychology of people who are considering engaging in farming, and setting
the stage for their determination to engage in farming by everyone concerned in each town.

(3) A system to adjust the demand for and supply of labor should be built, into which ‘non- core

persons mainly engaged in farming’ and non-farm household members are fit.
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