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New Loquat Cultivar ‘Reigetsu’

Osamu TerAI, Naofumi HIEHATA, Shinji FUKuDA, Jun NAGATO, Yoshihiko SAToO,
Kensuke AsapA, Akira MorITA, Takashi NAKAO, Yukiko TOMINAGA, Itaru ICHINOSE,
Toshio YosHIDA and Motoyuki HASHIMOTO

Nagasaki Fruit Tree Experiment Station, 1370 Onibashi-cho, Omura, Nagasaki, 856-0021, Japan

Summary

‘Reigetsu’ is a new early-maturing loquat cultivar (Eriobotrya japonica Lindl.) released from Nagasaki
Fruit Tree Experiment Station in 2005, as a result of the Special Assignment Loquat Breeding Program
performing since 1973 by MAFF of Japan. It was selected from seedlings produced in 1976 by crossing
between *‘Moriowase’ and ‘Guangdong’. Then it has been examined at eight prefectural experiment stations as
‘Biwa Nagasaki No.7” in the second local adaptability test of loquat from 1996 to 2001. As a result, it was
held a superior early-maturing cultivar with excellent quality where it was cultivating under heated plastic
house against frost damage of young fruits. It was named ‘Reigetsu’ and registered to MAFF as ‘Biwa Norin
No. 4’ on September 3, 2002. It was also registered as N0.12983, under the Seeds and Seedlings Law of Japan
on March 23, 2005.

The trees of ‘Reigetsu’ have an upright form and grow vigorously. The shoots are thick and sprout
moderate density. Degree of resistance against loquat canker (Pseudomonas syringae pv. eriobotryae) is
relative high. The full bloom stage is observed from late November to early December in Omura, Nagasaki, a
little later than that of ‘Nagasakiwase’.

The fruits of ‘Reigetsu” mature in late April, a little later than ‘Nagasakiwase’, where they were grown
under heated plastic house from mid-December in Omura, Nagasaki. The fruit weight is 51g on an average, a
little heavier than ‘Nagasakiwase’. The fruit shape is round or oblate in longitudinal section and round in cross
section. The pericarp is yellowish white in color and easy to peel. Disorders on pericarp occur slightly. The
flesh is yellowish white in color, soft and fine in texture. The sugar content of juice is very high at 14.1% on
an average and the taste is excellent.
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