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Occurrence of huge accumulation of floating alive Caulerpa okamurae

in Omura Bay

Takanari Kirlyama and Akihiko Fujii

The accumulation was found in floating state on December 2005 on muddy sea bottom of 2 to 10 m depth off
the coast of limited area of Omura City where geographically protected from the wind agitation. The thickness of
accumulation reached 1.2 m at the most thickest portion. The accumulation decreased after January and showed the
least mass in September. After October they increased again without disappear. These floating alive C. okamurae
are thought to be maintaining their population year after year and showed huge mass propagation affected by some

favarable conditions in 2005, This huge accumulation gave damage on sea cucumber catch through obstruction on

fishing operations.
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Fig. 1. Maps showing the area where huge accumulation of floating alive Cailerpa Okamnurae was observed.
Se.I; investigation site of line transect, St.2: investigation site of attached natural C. okamurae
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Fig. 2. Photographs showing removal of C. okamurae.
A: removal operation of C. okamurae by beam trawl, B: landed C. okamurae ( Photographs by Omura municipal office )
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Fig. 3. Change in coverage and thickness of the accumulation of floating alive C. Okanuirae.
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Fig. 4. Photographs of accumulation of floating alive C. okamurae.
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Fig. 5. Change in upright shoot length of C. okamurae in the
accumulation of floating alive.
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Fig. 8. Seasonal change of upright shoot length of attached natural
C. okamurae.
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Fig. 7. Days of wind blow (5~10m/s and over 10 m/s) from
northwest to west at Crmura cty.
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Fig. 8. Change of water temperature at a depth of 2 m from 2002
to 2006. Observation site was apart from southern part of
the accumulation of floating alive C. okamurae about 2
km.
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